
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With my first summer season behind me Concordia has had a great year in the UK. We had a really successful and record 
breaking co-ordinator training weekend with 20 co-ordinators trained.  
We ran two weekend projects, 17 short term projects, hosted four Medium Term Volunteers and ran 13 international global 
workshops…….phew we have been busy!!   

A warm welcome from Fran  
Wow….this year has flown past and I already feel at home 
amongst the Concordia team. I just wanted to say an official 
“hello” to anyone that has yet to meet me. I have had a great 
first year travelling around the UK meeting all our hosts and 
seeing the projects in action. I want to say a massive thank 
you to Katy Chadwick who really helped get me started in 
the role and who set up the beginning of a great UK 
Programme for this year. I am looking forward to 2011 
having met most of our international partners and now 
having a greater knowledge of Concordia.  
 
Department for International Development 
(DFID) Global Messengers 
 

                  
Concordia have been extra busy this year after being 
successful awarded a DFID mini grant. We ran a training in 
May and evaluation weekend in November.  
 
After the training, 13 different workshops ran throughout the 
summer season ranging from a varied amount of global 
issues - women’s rights, fair-trade, recycling etc. The 
workshops added an extra element to our projects and the 
international volunteers really enjoyed putting in place some 
of the actions they learned. 
 
From the feedback we received and the outcome of the 
evaluation weekend it was a great success and we are in the 
process of putting together a toolkit of workshop sessions 
and ideas that co-ordinators /international partners/ 
volunteers can use for next years season.   
 

So what’s it like to be a Co-ordinator? 
Angie Walker explains all…….. 
What do you get if you take two co-ordinators, twelve 
enthusiastic volunteers, a converted barn in the Peak 
District and a sprinkling of summer sunshine? The 
answer is a heady combination of fun, frolics and hard 
graft. Volunteering to be co-ordinator for Concordia was 
a no-brainer for me. With a history of volunteering and a 
love of travelling and the British countryside, making 
the step up to being a leader of sorts seemed liked the 
next logical step. It wasn’t until the stream of  overseas 
volunteers began landing on the barn doorstep that the 
challenge really became apparent but luckily I had my 
partner in crime Kathryn to help keep me sane. There 
were so many highlights that it's impossible to mention 
them all here. You can imagine our delight during the 
midweek cleaning blitz when one of the young French 
volunteers began to mop the ceiling. If there wasn't 
photographic evidence I would never have believed it.  
One of our most difficult work tasks was digging out a 
huge dew pond which was about 20 foot across. Dis-
used for many years, it had become overgrown with 
weeds, was full of stinky cow pats and festering mud 
that was knee deep. We were tasked with emptying and 
cleaning the entire pond so it could be used again. 
 

            

 

The Concordia team would like to say a big HELLO and welcome to our Christmas newsletter!! We have had a busy year within 
the UK and on our international projects. The season has come to an end and we are so glad to have had so many enthusiastic 
volunteers come through our doors. We wish you a fun filled Christmas and we are looking forward to 2011 and playing an 
active part in the European Year of Volunteering.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This involved digging huge wads of muddy grass and 
wheelbarrowing it to a big dung heap. As fast as we could 
dig, the pool rapidly filled up with fetid water. There was 
nothing for it but to form a  human chain and bail it out by 
hand. It's hard to explain just how tough it is to keep your 
balance, fill a bucket and pass it on when you have 
downward suction on your wellies pulling you deeper into 
the bowels of the pond like a super sonic vacuum cleaner. It 
was precisely this that led to one of the comedy highlights of 
the day. Picture our gorgeous Polish friend Jola. Primped and 
preened in a manner not unsuited to a West End night club, 
blonde locks flowing, designer leather jacket donned, and 
suddenly there comes a shreik. Jola has waded across the 
pond. Sadly she realised too late that her wellies hadn’t and 
she was stranded. The rangers scrambled to come to the 
rescue and Dave threw her over his shoulder in a fireman's 
lift, muddy sock held aloft. We had a whip round for some 
new socks and the fun continued……     
 

            
 
 
Soon to have the youngest Concordia volunteer 

As many of you are aware Fiona is 
getting bigger by the day…not because she is eating too 
many cakes but she will soon be having a little baby…ahrrr 
�   
She will be starting her well deserved rest at the end of 
December and Francesco will be filling in as manager while 
she is on maternity leave.  
We would like to wish her and the baby all the best and will 
look forward to meeting the newest member of the 
Concordia team next year!!  
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****Recruiting now for 2011****  
Concordia are looking for: 
New host projects: 
If your community project could benefit from 
the help of a group of international volunteers 
then get in touch and we can send you more 
details: 01273 422535 or email 
incoming@concordiavolunteers.org.uk  
 
Volunteer group co-ordinators: 
If you have some previous volunteering 
experience and are looking for a new challenge 
then come along to our co-ordinator training. 
The training will run from 14th – 17th April 
2011. Contact Francesca for a recruitment 
pack: 01273 422535 or email 
incoming@concordiavolunteers.org.uk  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MTV Volunteer Experience 
Written by our lovely Nancy Nieto  
 
              

                 
 
It is the end of my stay and now I realise how much I have 
enjoyed being in the UK. I have met lots of people from 
different countries, religions and backgrounds that make me 
feel very lucky for having this opportunity at Concordia. At 
the same time it makes me want to keep travelling and 
working to promote a better understanding among cultures 
wherever I go. 
 
I have been living in Brighton for almost six months and it 
has been the perfect place to be so far. It is very lively, 
multicultural and there is lots going on every weekend. I 
have definitely made very good friends and after all this time 
I feel like it is home now. 
 
This has been one of my favourite experiences ever and I can 
also tell you many different and funny stories, like staying at 
a hostel for two months with a group of Spanish friends or 
even losing all my luggage at Victoria Coach Station in 
London, but definitely enjoying every moment. 
 
During this time I have been working alongside Concordia 
staff in the office, helping to place volunteers in different 
international volunteer projects. It has been challenging at 
times due to the language but I must say that Fiona, 
Francesco, Francesca and Chloe are great people and they 
have given me the necessary confidence and support to keep 
on top of my responsibilities at work. 
 

Day to day duties, have given me the chance to understand 
and become familiar with this job, which in spite of my 
mistakes, I find it very satisfying. I have learnt many 
different and useful tools for the future and it has also 
helped me to develop, better communication skills, to 
prioritize and face unexpected situations, which is very 
important when you have loads of emails and volunteers to 
send abroad. 
 
By taking part in different training seminars, weekend 
projects and also visiting short term projects in the UK, I 
could have the chance to learn more about the English 
culture, Concordia’s aims and share volunteers’ 
motivations.  
 
Being at the office gave me also the opportunity to 
experience volunteer work from a different perspective; I 
feel very excited when I receive good news from the 
volunteers, when I read their funny stories or even when 
they just send an email to say thanks. It is great to see 
volunteers improving their lives by making little changes 
in the local community, discovering different cultures and 
in most cases making long lasting friendships. 
 
This experience has opened my eyes and helped me to 
learn more about the scope of international volunteering, 
as well as all the existing networks and organisations that 
Concordia works with all over Europe and around the 
world.  Now, I am more eager to work for a charity 
because I believe most of them have been created on 
ethical bases to improve society and to have a positive 
impact on the individuals who either work or experience 
the opportunities provided by the organisation. This whole 
adventure has given me the chance to develop a lot and 
find myself closer to my goals, and I would definitely do it 
all again. 
 
 

                 

 

We are delighted to have a new team 
member….  
Hi, I’m Zoe and I’m taking over the role of International 
Volunteer co-ordinator while Fiona is away. I have a range 
of experience within different charities, from volunteering, 
project coordinating and volunteer training to recruitment, 
PR and communications. I’m very excited about my new role 
and am delighted to be working with such a great team! 

It is great to see that so many people are continually so excited and enthusiastic about volunteering abroad. We have placed 
over 150 volunteers all over the world. Many spending over 3 months immersing themselves in the culture or going to 
countries much further a field. We have ran 4 North South trainings this year and we hope that many more people will get the 
opportunity to experience the fun that can be had on an international project in 2011.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Season Event 
Eight of us descended onto Shoreham beach on Saturday 13th 
November armed with litter pickers ready to tackle the 
rubbish littering Shoreham beach. The day was organised 
with the help of Friends of Shoreham Beach 
http://fosbeach.blogspot.com/  
The day was a success and we managed to fill six large bags 
of rubbish that included some weird and wonderful objects. 
We all had a really enjoyable time and the whole weekend 
was a great chance to meet other enthusiastic volunteers that 
all had a story to tell about their volunteering experiences 
with Concordia.  
 

            
 
Ready and eager to start our day of volunteering on 
Shoreham Beach after a talk with Joy on the importance of 
protecting the important habitat. 

          
Having a well deserved rest after a long day with our litter 
pickers  
 
 

           
Wow…look how much rubbish we collected!! Thank you to 
all of those that helped �  
 

North South Preparation Weekends 2011 
 
New dates are available for the North South Preparation days 
and weekends in 2011! 
 

·  19th February 2011 (day event) 
·  17th – 19th June 2011 (weekend) 
·  8th – 10th July 2011(weekend) 

 
These events are for anybody aged 19+ interested in joining 
an international volunteer project in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. The preparations will explore issues such as health 
and safety, cultural awareness, relations between the North 
and South, living conditions and development. There will 
also be the opportunity to talk to people who have been to 
the countries involved. Participation fee is £40 for the 
weekend or £10 for the day – lunch and refreshments 
included. Booking form available on our website. 
 

Winter/ Spring Projects available 
If you want to volunteer abroad this winter or spring, check 
our website for over 200 projects still available. More 
projects will be uploaded in the period January – March, 
before the new summer programme becomes available. If 
you are interested in any projects starting between January 
and May 2011 please don’t hesitate to contact the office for 
more information. 
 

Volunteers opportunities for inputting 
New Summer Programme 2011 and Publicity 
Support 
Concordia is looking for volunteers to help with the inputting 
of the new 2011 Summer Programme online. This is a great 
opportunity to have a sneak preview of the projects before 
they actually go live by the 1st April. All you need is 
enthusiasm, some spare time and access to the internet. The 
actual inputting will start at the beginning of March 2011. 
Also we are looking for people available to distribute leaflets 
and put up posters in local Universities, Libraries and 
Volunteer Bureaus. Let us know if you are interested.  
 

   Dates for your Diaries   
1st April 2011: NEW SUMMER PROGRAMME GOES 
LIVE ONLINE WITH 1500 PROJECTS AVALIABLE 
 
14th – 17th April 2011: Co-ordinator Training 
 
17th – 19th June and 8th – 10th July 2011: North South 
Preparation Weekends 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2010 has been a busy year for EVS. This year we have sent 20 volunteers to almost every corner of Europe. Volunteers have 
worked in many different projects such as cultural centres, journalism projects and wildlife conservation projects in Spain, 
Greece, France, Italy, Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Iceland and The Netherlands. Six volunteers have ventured 
even further out of the European Union to The Ukraine, Argentina, Moldova and Serbia. And we also have two volunteers from 
Germany and Austria on EVS here in Brighton, working on a sports project with Central Sussex YMCA. 
Concordia sends their warmest Christmas wishes to everyone out on EVS this Christmas and congratulate all of you who have 
completed your project. 
 
You can’t afford not to volunteer on EVS 
 
If you are aged 18-30 and a resident of the UK you are 
eligible to apply to volunteer for 6-12 months anywhere in 
Europe. European Voluntary Service (EVS) is open to all 
no matter your previous experience or education level. A 
grant covers your travel, medical insurance, 
accommodation, training and living expenses. So there is 
no cost to the volunteer. 
 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity so why not find out 
more by emailing Chloe on: 
evs@concordiavolunteers.org.uk to request an application 
pack. 
 
 
Natalie Pink’s EVS Adventure 
 

      
 
 
I remember last year’s Christmas very well. It was the 
most difficult time of my EVS in Belgrade, the only time 
when I seriously thought about giving up and going home. 
My Grandma had just passed away, and it was really hard 
being in Serbia, so far away from my family. Looking 
back now, one year later, I couldn’t be happier that I stuck 
things out and stayed for the whole year. After a slow and 
rocky start, my experience on EVS just got better and 
better, and by the end I didn’t want to leave. 
 
 

I have my hosting organisation, OSMEH, to thank for that. 
OSMEH (the Organisation for Solidarity, Mobility, Ecology 
and Humanity of Youth) is a small NGO working at local and 
international level in the field of youth. My EVS project was to 
facilitate English conversation workshops in the local Youth 
Office, and promote volunteering to young people in the 
municipality. As it turned out, it was this, and much more. We 
(I and the other two EVS volunteers from Poland and Hungary) 
worked on and participated in many projects, local and 
international, including two international training courses and a 
four-day local ecology festival. Not only did I have a fantastic 
time during these projects, meeting all sorts of people and 
having a lot of fun, but I can also say that I got some really 
valuable work experience, that I have no doubt will give me a 
big advantage when it comes to looking for a job.  
 
As for the place, Serbia wasn’t my first choice for EVS but I 
can happily say that it was a fascinating place to spend a year, 
full of contrasts, history, tradition, and spectacular nature. 
Belgrade itself was a brilliantly fun and lively cultural hotspot, 
where there was always something going on. As the biggest 
city in the Balkans, it was also very well-connected, meaning 
that travelling around the region and further afield was 
ridiculously cheap and easy (as long as you don’t mind 8+ hour 
journeys on old communist trains that seem to have a top speed 
of 30 miles an hour!). Of the many trips we made, my favourite 
has to be Gu� a, which is a festival like none I’ve experienced 
before… it is the best (and worst) of Serbian culture in-your-
face 24 hours a day – brass bands, barbecued meat piled high, 
beer and rakija flowing, out and out nationalism plus singing, 
dancing and partying…  
All of this wouldn’t have been the same if it hadn’t been for the 
amazing people I lived, worked and spent time with. EVS is a 
fantastic way to meet people, and I’ve made some close friends 
that I’m still in touch with, some of whom I know will be 
friends for life. When I left Belgrade for good in October, a 
new set of volunteers had moved in, and I was lucky to be able 
to stay and help them settle into their new lives. EVS has to end 
at some point, but I know that we, as the first generation of 
EVS volunteers, have left our mark on OSMEH, and this 
experience has certainly left its mark on me.  
 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following volunteers who 
completed their EVS this year. 
Liam Kelly - Spain 
Geoff Woodward – The Netherlands 
Jozef van der Voort – Austria 
Alex Layden – Latvia 
Natalie Pink – Serbia 
Joseph Burke – Germany 
Rose Dixie – Italy 
Peter Cormack – Germany 
Katy Brown - Spain 
Jacob Beale – Argentina 
Nicola Preece – Argentina 
Marion Cadier – Moldova 
Kat Blacklaws – Bulgaria 
Hannah Rees – Moldova 
Craig Shepherd – Greece 
 
Best wishes to the following volunteers currently on 
EVS: 
Abroad: 
Viara Tomova- Jackson, Luke Boxall, Meriel Whalan, 
Hannah Kennedy, Marie Hamsany, Katie Close, John 
Levitt, Greg Painter, Catherine Docherty, Imogen Beazley, 
Dana El-Hilu, Paula Carreck, Silviya Nikolova and Adrian 
Hopkins. 
 
In the UK: 
Jannes von Zech (from Germany) and Alex Andrecs (from 
Austria) who are volunteering in the UK at Sussex Central 
YMCA in Hove. 
 

 
 
Last minute EVS projects available now: 
 
GREECE (2010-GR-25) 
10 June 2011 – 10 July 2011  
Unique short term EVS project open to all 
EVS FUNDING APPROVED 
8 volunteer vacancies 
The Special Olympics World Summer Games is a major 
sport event to support and celebrate people with 
disabilities. Volunteers will support the following areas: 
Games Services; Volunteer Management; Medical 
Services; Venue Operations; Village Operation services; 
Transportation services; Non Sport events; Media and 
Press Operations; Environmental Services; Information 
Technology; Assistance to Athletes, Delegations and 
Guests; Ceremonies; Telecommunications; Games 
services; Spectator services. 
To apply contact Chloe: 
evs@concordiavolunteers.org.uk 

2010 Photo Competition – The results..! 
 
**1st Place**  - Sarah Bartlett  
– Volunteer project in Russia 
Wins a free project registration for a Concordia 
Project.         

 
 
2nd place – Alexandra Johnson  
– Volunteer project in Spain  
Wins a Concordia Hoodie 

                 
 
3rd Place – Hannah Chisholm  
– Volunteer project in the UK 
Wins a Concordia t-shirt 

                
We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas 
and a fantastic New Year.  
May your 2011 dreams come true... 
 

 


